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Heritage Group Minutes 

Meeting: Monday 28th September 2020, Smithy Farm. 

Present: Helen Fuller, Chris Jackson 

Apologies: Maureen Hassell, Drew Bellis, Andy Ankers 

Ince Conservation Area Inception Meeting: Kathryn Sather, Jeannie Willan (Kathryn Sather & 

Associates). 

1.CJ provided a substantial amount of information regarding the history of the conservation area 

and the Parish to KS and JW. 

2.HF provided a map of the village with the location of several of the Designated Assets and some 

key views (Appendix A). CJ agreed to make an appointment at the records office to find further 

useful maps. 

3.Old maps of the area kindly provided by Andy Ankers, were looked at and photos taken by JW for 

future reference. 

4.KS and JW will be focussing on a review of the existing conservation area and rationale for 

extension along with recommendations for further assets that should be Listed and recognition of 

Non-Designated Assets. 

5.JW will undertake a more detailed survey of the Parish. JW suggested that a communication from 

the Parish Council – e.g. on the noticeboard/website/newsletter would be helpful so that people are 

aware she will be here and may ask questions. CJ to raise with the Parish Council. 

6.Examples of the areas of interest include:  

• The historic development of the parish and its distinct phases – how this has been impacted 

in terms of the agricultural and industrial development. 

• Evidence of the existence of old lanes - where they went to. 

• Field patterns – for evidence of historic patterns – KS identified several typical of a medieval 

pattern. 

• Currently legal footpaths – and their accessibility.  

• Places of importance to Parishioners – including Green Spaces.  

• Vernacular of the local buildings – materials used - stone / bedrock / brown brick.   

• Recommendations for buildings that should be considered for both listing and/or as Non-

Designated Assets Heritage Assets. 

• Suggested removing the ‘Character Zones’ - as identified in the 2004 Conservation Area 

appraisal - for the new report/survey and presenting the area as a whole  – with references 

to the different stages in history. 

7.It was recognised that there may be an overlap with the other Sub-Groups e.g. 

Ecology/Environment report – should cover the recent flooding that took place on the Marshes for 

the first time in living memory, the Greenbelt and the Woods. (KS advised that woods with TPOs 

carry significant weight).   

8.The maintenance of and regular use of the Parishes assets was recommended – for example:  
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• Bier house in the Church yard – has the potential to be used as a quiet space. (Historically – 

would be where the trolly for moving coffins would be kept.)  

• Maintenance of the walls around the village is advised – removing trees where the roots are 

impacting, removing all the shrubs and overgrowth.  

• The Square needs spraying and weeding – CJ confirmed that this is a regular ongoing activity 

when “Pride in our Village” is carried out.  

• Cycle Path – National Cycling Route 5 is in very poor condition in parts – CJ confirmed that 

this is in hand via the Parish Council. 

9.KS mentioned that the Esme Fairbairn Foundation is supporting the NP process.  CJ confirmed she 

has been in touch with Dan Stone(Project manager) at the Foundation, who has agreed to do some 

further research. They may be able to support with funding for some of the maintenance projects. 

10.Several actions were agreed: 

Heritage Group to provide definitive list of views and a finalised list of the Non-Designated Assets 

details and old images of the village/parish to KS & JW asap. 

(Old images of the village/parish to be provided by Andy Ankers/CJ). 

The following details to be confirmed: 

• When was the playing field given to the Parish? 

• Who owns and is responsible for the wood by the Village Hall and footpaths through? 

• Information regarding the wood (part of the Mersey Forest) and the reservoir – both of 

which are land owned by CWaC. 

Task Who  When 

Parish Council communication 
about the work being 
undertaken by JW 

Chris Will be in the November Parish 
Newsletter. 

Information to be passed to 
subgroups on relevant factors 
for their reports (such as 
greenbelt/flooding/views etc. 

Chris End October 

Complete the list of Non-
Designated Assets and views 
for KS and JW 

Heritage Sub-Group, send to 
Drew / Helen. 

End October / next sub-group 
meeting 

Communication to the sub-
groups regarding areas to be 
included. 

Chris/Helen Steering Group Meeting 
19/10/20. 

Look into possible funding 
from Esmee Fairbairn 
Foundation once the NP is in 
place. 

Chris Once NP agreed. 
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Confirm when the playing field 
was given to the Parish, who 
owns the woods by the village 
hall and confirm location of 
woods owned by Mersey 
Forrest.  

Chris End October 

Old images of the village and 
Parish to be provided to KS 

Chris (Andy Ankers) / Helen End of October 

Any other relevant old maps of 
the Parish to be obtained from 
the Records Office 

Chris End of October. 

Provide a greenbelt map 
showing current bridleways 
and cycle paths/foot paths to 
JW 

Chris End of October. 
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Appendix 1: 

Ince Non-Designated Heritage Assets 

Includes buildings, structures and spaces which are important to the community 

although not of sufficient quality to be a designated heritage asset. 

1. The Village Hall 

2. Manchester Ship Canal Magazine Building – under review as not yet 

located / maybe difficult to locate as no visible remains. 

3. Manchester Ship Canal Memorial 

4. Ince Hall Gates (on Poole lane) 

5. Bridge remains near the second Ince Hall entrance (at the bottom of 

Kinsey’s Lane)  

6. The Duke of Wellington Pub 

7. Rose Cottage 

8. Smithy Farm 

9. Remaining walls around the village not mentioned on the asset register.  

10. Wood Farm field 

11. The North Hills 

12. The Cricket field 

13. The Park field 

14. Decoy Wood - used to catch ducks for food, many years ago, and 

although not fully intact is quite a rare feature 

15. Big Wood 

16. The Reservoir 

17. Water Pump 
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