
Ince Neighbourhood Plan 
Environment and Green Spaces Group 

 
Meeting: 7pm Monday 12th October 2020 / Zoom 

Present: Drew Bellis (Lead), Andy Eardley, Maureen Hassell, Tim Lloyd 
Apologies: Andy Ankers, Chris Jackson, Rich Shilton 

 

 
 
1. Vision Statement and Objectives 
 
The vision statement and objectives of the EGSG were proposed, subject to agreement by the absent 
members of the group. 
 

To protect and enhance the existing green spaces within the parish of Ince to ensure they remain to 
the benefit of the community and are protected for future use. 
 
To manage, improve and expand green spaces, recognising their importance in delivering 
environmental, social, economic and health benefits. 
 
To protect green areas and open spaces against development where they are of particular 
importance to the community. 

 
2. Scope 
 
The scope of the EGSG was proposed, subject to agreement by the absent members of the group. 

 
Green spaces within the parish of Ince that the community can/could use for recreation, health and 
wellbeing. 
 
The general quality of the surroundings and conditions in which the community lives and works, with 
particular focus on industrial impacts such as air quality and noise pollution. 
 
Views of the village and parish which the community particularly values and wishes to be protected 
from future impacts and development. 

 
3. Green Spaces List 
 
A list of green spaces in the parish was agreed: 
 

● Ince Parish Field 
● Ince Reservoir 
● Cricket field 
● North Hills (clay shooting club) 
● Goldfinch Meadows 
● Fens Wood (footpaths/cycling) 
● Footpaths/cycleways/bridleways 

 
Green spaces of unknown status requiring clarification: 
 

● Churchyard (crossover with Biodiversity and Habits) 
● Ince Hall parkland (horse grazing) 

 
The status of these green spaces will be raised and discussed at the next Steering Group meeting. 
 
It was discussed whether existing ‘desire line’ footpaths, such as the one along the Manchester Ship Canal 
between Holme Farm and the Hoolpool Gutter, could be claimed and designated as new public footpaths. 
Land ownership by Peel Holdings was acknowledged. DB will look into the possibility of claiming and 
designating new public footpaths. 
 
4. Views List 
 



A preliminary list of views was agreed, open to additional suggestions. 
 

● Between the pub and old hotel, overlooking the marshes and river, seen from Pool Lane and The 
Square 

● Overlooking the river and estuary, seen from the North Hills (unique elevated vantage point on 
riverbank)  

● Hale lighthouse, seen from Kinsey’s Lane lay-by 
● Hale lighthouse, seen from Marsh Lane (near Rose Cottage) 
● Church tower, seen from Marsh Lane (near waterworks) 
● Alvanley/Helsby Hill, seen from Ince Reservoir 
● Monastery buildings, seen from Kinsey's Lane over Wood Farm field 
● Chez Nous view - views from other private houses seen from Chez Nous on Kinsey’s Lane 

 
5. Costs 
 
The main costs identified were the commissioning of an air quality assessment and a landscape character 
assessment. It was concluded that the landscape character assessment has crossover with Biodiversity and 
Habitats and will be conducted by Cheshire Wildlife Trust/Cheshire Ecological Services. 
 
6. Miscellaneous 
 
A number of questions were raised requiring further discussion with people in the know! 
 
Can the Cricket Field and King’s Croft be protected, either by designation as green space in use by the 
community (donkey derby, car parking, etc) or by protection of the views over the river? 
 
Can Wood Farm field be protected from future development? 
 
Can the land adjacent to Barebrick House sbe protected from development and designated as green wedge 
to retain the distinctive boundary between Ince and Elton, and if not, is light industrial use or housing 
preferable? 
 
7. Tasks 
 

Task Who When 

Footpath designation research Drew Bellis Next meeting 

Identify any additional green 
spaces for the list 

Everyone Next meeting 

Identify any additional views for 
the list 

Everyone Next meeting 

 
 
8. Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting date will be decided at the upcoming Steering Group meeting following discussion of the 
initial meeting and what needs to happen next. 


