
Minutes of the Wildlife and Biodiversity Zoom meeting, Tuesday, 

March 16th, 2021 at 7.00pm  

1. Present: Tim Lloyd (Chair)b, Drew Bellis, Andy Eardley, Chris 

Jackson 

Apologies: Andy Ankers 

2.  Minutes of the last meeting were agreed 

3. Matters arising not on agenda: CJ mentioned that Lucy Hughes 

had said not to mention about any land being available for 

building. It had been suggested that Bare Brick house land 

might be a negotiating point, but Lucy said not to go against 

the suggestions of the Local Plan. This raised the question 

“What is the land being kept for?” It was suggested that we 

perhaps ought to find out. It would be good to have it as an 

open green space especially considering the mention of it being 

an important piece of land for wildlife (CWT report). 

4. Further comments on CWT report from other members of the 

group: Andy Ankers had sent in a comment about needing more 

information about the birdlife on the marshes especially the 

land around the North Hills. This will be mentioned to Andrea 

by Tim. Drew read through the response from Laura Hughes 

Thank you for your email.  Our usual involvement in Neighbourhood Plans is 

to comment when they get sent to us by our Spatial Planning team and to 

have a good look through them then.  We are aware that CWT are advising 

a lot of Parishes at the moment.  I would say that any new ecological 

mapping should complement and build on our existing CWAC Ecological 

Network and provide a very local level of detail.  The same for policies, 

policy ENV4 and DM44 in the CWAC Local Plan shouldn’t be repeated but 

referred to and expanded upon depending on what is particular about that 

Parish.   

Local Plan Part One Policy ENV4: 

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cw

ac_lp/lp_1_adopted?pointId=1419339111270#1419339111270 

http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cwac_lp/lp_1_adopted?pointId=1419339111270#1419339111270
http://consult.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cwac_lp/lp_1_adopted?pointId=1419339111270#1419339111270


 

Local Plan Part Two Policy DM44: 

https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_c

wac_lp/parttwo_adopted?pointId=s1561545628417#section-

s1561545628417 

I view Neighbourhood Plans as an opportunity to make sure that anything 

not picked up by existing CWAC policies is included and considered, so any 

biodiversity uniqueness of the Parish is accounted for and will be 

considered.  The Estuary, Marshes and Ship Canal is obviously a huge 

consideration for your Parish.  Although they are already designated and 

protected sites, any detail at a local level is always useful, for example, 

internationally important bird species from the Estuary may use the 

Marshes, so any information about that is useful to include.  I would get 

advice from local bird groups to identify any land that may be valuable in 

terms of birds. 

I hope that helps, 

Many thanks 

Laura Hughes 

Natural Environment Officer (Ecosystems and Biodiversity) 

Total Environment 

Place Strategy  

Cheshire West and Chester Council 

CJ asked if Andrea /Leo from CWT did about “a walk about” for 

the report but we don’t think one was caried out. A bird list was 

sent to CWT from AA. It was suggested that Laura’s comments 

were sent to Andrea to see if more could be done for the report 

particularly in connection with the marshes and the land around 

the North Hills and Bare Brick House land. The banks of the canal 

along to the berthing dock are a concern in connection with noise 

and light pollution for the birds. She would need to be reminded 

that we would like to pay the invoice in this financial year so there 

https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cwac_lp/parttwo_adopted?pointId=s1561545628417#section-s1561545628417
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cwac_lp/parttwo_adopted?pointId=s1561545628417#section-s1561545628417
https://cheshirewestandchester.objective.co.uk/portal/cwc_ldf/adopted_cwac_lp/parttwo_adopted?pointId=s1561545628417#section-s1561545628417


isn’t a great deal of time left to complete the work required. 

Andrea needs to be more familiar with Ince in order to deal with 

this work. 

Lucy has the CWT report and thought it read well. She said that 

generic information is usually included in any report but 

commented on the fact that she doesn’t know the village well.  

5. Actions from previous meeting:  

*Tim has not been able to make contact with the guy about 

Moths. 

* Andrea has been asked to do more on the report 

*There was no mention of the other tasks having been dealt with, 

as yet but they are in hand. 

Suggested additional objective below 

Creating the opportunities to enjoy and support local wildlife in both the 

planning and implementation of parish wildlife practical habitat projects 

with farmers and private landowners.  

This will be encouraged by holding events/drop ins in conjunction with PC, 

adverts/posters, Letters/flyers to everyone in neighbourhood area, 

questionnaires/comments forms, use of websites, social media and e-mail, 

and notices in parish newsletters. 

It was suggested that this be part of the policy writing 

/justification for the Wildlife section. 

6. What can the village do to improve biodiversity within Parish 

ownership? There is little within Parish ownership, but villagers 

can be asked to do a certain number of things e.g., leave part 

of their gardens rough to encourage wildlife and suggesting 

more thought is given to digging out front gardens for parking. 

 Once the Plan has been passed, we will have more scope to 

request that certain things be looked at. 



7. Wish list of habitat improvement: create a Bio Action Plan with 

suggestions that will not greatly affect farming practices. 

Farmers will still need to adhere to rules that the Single Farm 

Payment Scheme suggests. There is no harm in reiterating our 

expectations in our Plan and Non farming landlords will need to 

be aware of these practices too. Lucy will make it clear in the 

policies what our expectations are. 

8. Actions/tasks going forward: 

Action/task Who When 

Speak to Andrea 

Powell again 

regarding CWT-more 

emphasis on 

importance of 

migratory birds and 

displacement of 

birds due to 

industrial 

development. Also, 

more work needed on 

older trees. 

Tim  ASAP 

Contact Andy Ankers 

re Bird count person  

Tim  March  

Send policies to 

group when 

completed  

Chris  April  

 

9. Date of next meeting was set for April 20th at 7.00pm  

 

 

 

 



     

     


