
Minutes of the Ince Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Meeting
held on 9th March 2020

Present: Drew Bellis, Pam Bellis, Andy Eardley, Helen Fuller, Ray Hassell, Chris Jackson, 
Tim Lloyd, Neil Pond

Also Present: Andy Ankers, Barbara Ankers, Maureen Hassell
Apologies: No apologies received

1 Apologies
None received

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 20th February 2020
Agreed

3 Matters arising
 Group email account – Drew has emailed out all the information to everyone on the 

group.  All minutes / documents will be stored on-line and be available for everyone 
to access 

 CJ had tried to contact John Heslewood to check whether there is any money left 
from the initial £2,300 grant in order to include it in the budget planning

4 Update on Tasks / Actions from February meeting
Costings from groups

 Budget application – CJ advised that a draft copy of the budget application form is 
available as a word document and can be prepared ready for when the on-line 
application is available.  It was agreed that RH, CJ and PB will meet and draft the 
application in preparation for the submission date. Costs for consultants will be 
required for the application.  There is a total budget available for the plan of £9,000 
but this can be applied for across more than one financial year.  All money awarded 
must be spent within that financial year or will be lost so clear budget costs are 
essential. CJ advised there is also a grant available for Technical support – need to 
check the criteria for applying.

 Reports RH discussed how to identify consultants who will provide the strongest 
evidence reports to support the plan. Consultant's reports and advice must be 
relevant for our plan. Suggested looking on the CWaC website at the Neighbourhood 
Plans that have already been passed, they should identify the consultants used. It 
was noted that Historic England reference plans are highly commended

Photos of industrial sites (RH)
50% complete.  A collection of 65 old photos of Ince and its community has been compiled 
as part of the evidence

Contact names for each company (RH)
RH advised that it has been difficult obtaining the information from the various companies 
but he will continue to compile the details

List of general contacts (CJ)
This is in process and ongoing.  CJ will include Sue Lorrimer, local historian from Helsby who
will help with information for the Heritage group. Anyone with contact details to forward them 
to CJ to be included on the list

Land registry search (TL)
TL has received a digital copy of the land area for the Village Hall and the adjacent 
Woodland area. TL is checking the information with the Land Registry why the Village Hall 
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and Church are not showing as registered. PB will look at the original Village Hall 
Conveyance document. It was agreed that all landowners of each plot of land within the 
parish area need to be identified in order to be able to consult about the plan. CJ suggested 
contacting Lyndsey Jennings at CWaC to see if there is a plan of local land owners.  RH 
advised that the CWaC Planning Portal will have records for the last 25 years.  AE 
suggested contacting John Willis and Edward Crank to identify fields they farm and who they
are owned by.
Actions:

 TL to clarify information with the Land Registry
 PB to check Ince Village Hall Conveyance documentation
 Map of the parish to be used to identify land owners for all plots of land
 CJ to contact Lyndsey Jennings at CWaC to see if they have landowner 

information for Ince
 AE to speak to Edward Crank to identify the land he owns and what is rented / 

leased and who from 
 AA will speak to John Willis to identify the land he owns and what is rented / 

leased and who from 

Name of who can complete overview of Air quality report (AE and TL)
AE had spoken to Sarah Temple about the Air Quality monitoring.  The next meeting of the 
Ellesmere Port Air Quality Forum will be 23/4/20 and had been given the name of Jim 
Candlin as a contact for the meeting.  AE had asked Protos about the air quality monitoring 
and was informed that the monitoring station in Helsby is currently out of use.  The last 
recorded air quality monitoring meeting appears to be 2015 when it was planned to 
undertake baseline monitoring at the stations.  All local industries are involved with the 
monitoring process.  It is understood that there are monitoring stations in Frodsham, 
Ellesmere Port, Thornton-le-Moors and Elton, all monitoring separate elements.
RH stated that Ince community expects better air quality monitoring and that there are 4 or 5 
industrial plants now surrounding Ince and that if any or all of them fail on air quality they are 
impacting on the residents.  An independent Air Quality report will be required.  DB 
suggested contacting Friends of the Earth Chester for advice and information on who to 
contact.
Actions:
AE to contact Jim Candlin to arrange for someone to attend the Air Quality Forum 
meeting
DB to contact Friends of the Earth Chester for contact information about who can 
carry out an independent Air Quality Monitoring report

Background of plan and reasons for doing it (CJ)
CJ had written and forwarded a draft background to all the group.  It was agreed and any 
amendments could be made if required as the plan progressed

Characteristics and demographics (HF)
HF is still collating data, the report is in progressed

Analysis of survey (JH)
JH is still absent so the analysis has not yet been received.

5 Reports from Sub-Group meetings
Bio-diversity and Habitats
Neil advised that the group had agreed the change of name to reflect what they felt the brief  
would cover. They have drawn up their Mission Statement and their Objectives.  TL is 
meeting with CWaC Bio-diversity officers to ask for information and advice.  TL will also 
contact Ecologists to discuss the area.  They will be contacting Rachel Giles to ask her to 
undertake a full assessment of the area and to write a report.  
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Next meeting scheduled for 7pm on 30th March

Heritage Group
The group has 

 Collated photos of key monuments / buildings / wooded areas.  
 Drawn up a list of designated assets and are also looking at other assets to include.
 CJ is currently preparing to submit an application to Historic England to have 

protected the parts of the ancient boundary wall not already listed. 
 CWaC's contact for Conservation areas is now Rob Edwards who will provide details 

of what is listed in the conservation area in Ince. 
 Catherine Murgatroyd will be our contact CWaC Planning Officer. 
 HF suggested sending a copy of our historic photographs to Cheshire Images for 

their archive. 
 Looking at tree preservation orders. There are some very old trees that are not yet 

listed
 AA is looking at ancient maps showing woodland areas as they are automatically 

protected.  TL suggested using Tyth maps
 Next meeting is 24/3/20 

Environment and Green spaces
The group is meeting on 16/3/20 at 7pm

6 Update on Project Plan
 April – grant form to be submitted
 Wildlife and habitats report to be undertaken
 Technical Support – investigate criteria for applying for a grant
 Survey analysis – once report received from John Heslewood analysis to be 

discussed and objectives identified

7 Tasks for next meeting and beyond (some existing ones carried forward)
 Survey analysis – to be discussed and objectives identified and vision written.
 Draft Budget application – RH, CJ and PB to meet to prepare the draft application 
 Explosive Area for Essar – TL asked if we know the exact area as this will have a 

bearing on any future planning applications. AE will speak to Ian Cotton and ask for a
plan of the explosive zone.

8 AOB
No items

9 Date for next sub group meetings and steering group
 Bio-diversity and Habitats – 30/3/20 at 7pm
 Heritage – 24/3/20 in the afternoon
 Environment and Green spaces – 16/3/20 at 7pm
 Steering Group- meeting date to be decided once the survey analysis report has 

been received
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